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INTERIM  REPORT  ON  THE  HEALTH  AND  SANITAR  Y  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 

HP  ^ 

THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  SHIFNAL, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  I943 


Once  again  the  Ministry  of  Health  hag  required  that  the  Report  on 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Di3trict  shall  be  presented  in 
an  abbreviated  interim  form. 

Following  a  year  of  sporadic  outbreaks  of  measles  there  was  greater 
evidence  of  its  presence  and  the  returns  shew  that  the  frequency  was  trebled. 'This 
concerned  measles  only, as  its  usual  companion  whoopirg  coigh  was  entirely  absent. 
Scarlet  Fever  followed  closely  the  number  for  1942  and  it  can  bo  hoped  that 
when  hotter  sanitation111, sewage  disposal,  is  more  general  this  high  figure  will 

be  reduced.  A  much  pleasanter  feature  of  the  infectious  diseases-  returns  is 

. 

the  complete  absonco  of  diphtheria  in  an  area  whore  not  so  many  years  ago  its 
presence  caused  much  concern.  No  other  disease  roquires  attention  and  it  ha3 
to  bo  noted  the  limited  variety  of  types  in  this  category  which  have  occurred. 
Tuberculosis,  in  total,  shows  some  increase  but  in  common  with  other 
roception  areas  it  is  difficult  to  assess  the  actual  increase  with  tho  abnormal 
influx  of  population.  ^ 

Vital  Statistics  shew  that  the  Birth  Rate  is  higher  than  for  tho 
Country  generally  while  the  death  rate  is  considerably  lower. 

The  sanitary  circumstances  prevailing  have  boon  dealt  with  in  tho 
relevant  sections  of  tho  Report  and  attention  may  bo  drawn  to  the  notes  on 
Sewage  Disposal  which  is  tho  most  immediate  concern  of  tho  Council,  It  is 
anticipated  that  in  1944  groat  advances  will  be  able  to  be  made  in  this 
connection  and  with  these  advances  maintained  it  should  be  able  to  give 
an  adequate  system  over  the  whole  area  despite  it3  rural  character. 

During  the  year  your  Sanitary  Inspector  relinquished  his  post  and 
his  position  will  bo  filled  early  in  the  new  year. 
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Statistios  and  Social  Conditions 
Aro&(in  Aero  a)  — ■ — — - —  39>&00 

Estimated  Population  (aid  yoar  1944)  9 >597 

Number  of  inhabited  houso3  as  at  31st.  Doc.1943.  2,570 

(according  to  rata  book)f 

Rateable  Valuo.  — * - *— —  £69^97 

Sun  roprosontod  by  Id  rate.  £293  “  14a 


Extracts  from  vital  statistios. 


Id. vo  Births;-^  M.  F, 

Legitimate  9&  77 

Illogitinate  7  7 

Totals.  103  84 

Birth  Rato  por  1,000  of  estimated  population  3 

. .  .  ...  ...  England  &  Wales  a  l6»5 

Still  Births:-  M.  F. 

Legitimate  4  4 

Illogitioato.  1  0 

Totals.  5  4 

Rate  por  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  Births  3  46 

N.  F. 

Deaths:-  48  50 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  B  10,2 

..  ..  ..  . .  England  and  Wales.  3  12.1 


Infantile  Mortality 

All  infants  por  1000  Live  Births  3  26.7 

•  •  ..  .  ,.  England  &  Wales.  25  49 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  births  3  28.9 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  live  illegitimate  births  0 
Total  number  of  Infant  Doaths  -  Legitimate  3  5 

Illegitimate  3  0 

Total:  3  5 

Doaths  from: 

Cancer  (  all  ages  )  **  l6 

Measlos  (  all  ago3  ))  -  — 

Whooping  Cough  (  all  ages  \  3  - 

Diarrhoos  (  under  2  years  )  3  - 


Total. 

>■ 

173 

14 

187 


Total. 

8 

1 

9 


Total. 

98 


I 
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Maternal  Mortality. 

Under  this  heading  there  was  one  death. 


Chief  Causes  cf  Death, 

Tuberculosis  (all  forma)  5 

Influenzia  2 

Cancer.  l6 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular 

Lesions  6 

Heart  Disease,  33 

Respiratory  Disease.  11 

Nephritis  2 

Violence  etc,  9 


Ambulance .  This  servioe  functioned  very  smoothly  in  the  twelve  months 

and  there  were  frequent  calls  for  use.  Up  to  the  end  of  the 
Year  the  Council  were  fortunate  in  retaining  the  service  of 
a  regular  part-time  driver  and  the  whole  ensemble  made  for 
efficiency. 

Scavenging,  A  satisfactory  service  was  maintained  over  the  whole  period  in 

the  two  areas  served  -  Shifnal  and  Albrighton. 

The  aim  of  a  fortnightly  collection  of  household  waste  was 
achieved  and  held  throughout,  the  only  difficulty  encountered 
being  the  provision  of  tipping  space;  particularly  at  Shifnal. 
Hero, however,  an  extension  of  the  present  site  was  aquired 
and  this'  solved  the  immediate  problem. 

In  both  Shifnal  and  Albrighton  the  tipping  is  controlled  and 
kept  closely  supervised. 

Salvage,  The  refuse  vehicles  are  used  also  for  the  collection  of  salvage 

from  the  individual  parishes,  ^he  financial  return  for  1949 

showed  a  balance  of  £352.  This, however,  was  a  decline  on  th@ 

* 

previous  year.  The  Women's  Voluntary  Service  ao-t  a  a  salvage 
stewards  in  the  villages  and  h:imlata.  The  general  co-operation 
is  such  that  this  Authority  has  headed  the  list  of  rural 
district  councils  in  Shropshire  for  retuirns  of  salvage  during 


the  Year 


X 


Vermin 

Infestation.  During'  tho  rat  infeot&tion  survey,  which  ms  carried  out  under 
the  provisions  of  the  3at  and  Mouse  Destruction  Infestation 
Grdoi-  1943  no  major  and  only  few  minor  infestations  were  found. 

These  were  reported  to  the  County  Council  Authority  who  hold  the 
powers  under  the  above  Order.  Where  necessary  suitable  action  was 
taken. 

No  houses  were  treated  for  bugs  btrt  several  houses  tenanted  by 
agricultural  workers  were  disinfected  on  account  of  invasions  of 
fleas. 

Water 

Supplies.  The  supplies  have  heen  constant  over  the  period  under  review  and 

a  good  pressure  has  been  maintained  in  all  parts  of  the  district, 
with  the  exception  of  Bsckbury  which  is  supplied  by  the  Wolverhampton 
Water  Board.  In  this  parish  it  is  hoped  to  augment  by  connecting 
with  a  source  in  tho  immediate  neighbourhood  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  this  will,  in  some  degree  improve  the  position. 

The  Shifnal  system,  under  the  control  of  the  Authority,  has 
pumped  and  delivered  over  fifty  million  gallons  in  the  year  and 
while  no  major  extension  has  been  carried  out  plans  have  been 

t 

approved  to  link  an  outlying  parish  with  tho  central  supply. 

Water  from  all  sources  is  subjected  to  analysis  every  three 
months  and  tho  results  obtained  have  been  uniformly  good.  As  an 
additional  precautionary  measure  and  as  required  by  tho  Ministry 
of  Health  a  form  of  chlorination  is  in  use  and  has  been  operating 
during  the  period.  Generally  the  supply  is  piped  directly  to  the 
home  and  there  are  few  cases  where  householders  are  dependent 

*  v  •  <#  • 

on  standpipe 3. 

Sewerage  and 

Sewage  Disposal. The  ground  at  Shifnal,  where  the  broad  scheme  for  disposal  is  in 
use,  has  been  worked  for  many  years  and  now  the  time  has  come 
when  the  saturation  point  has  been  reached.  Had  the  times 
permitted  recommendations  would  have  been  made  for  tho  installation 
of  new  plant  for  doalinr  with  the  Town  sewage  and  such 
recommendations  would  Suave  had  as  their  bases  greater  efficiency  and 
economy  of  space.  However  it  is  anticipated  that,  as  soon  0,3 
conditions  return  to  normal,  this  proposal  will  be  advanced. 
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In  the  meantime  strict  supervision  is  beipg  maintained  to 
extract  the  maximum  from  the  present  plant. 

For  some  time  it  has  been  known  that  the  disposal  plant  at 
Albrighton  has  been  insufficient  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
increase  of  population  and  that  the  effluent  discharged  could 
be  improved  in  standard.  This  would  have  received  the  attention 
of  the  Authority  earlier  had  permission  been  given  but  it  is  now? 
confidently  anticipated  that  new  extensions  and  improvements 
will  be  made  available  and  be  in  use  before  midsummer  of  the 
incoming  year;  the  Ministry  of  Health  havir^g  sancioned,  in  part, 
the  proposals  advanced  by  the  Council.  With  these  improvements 
in  operation  an  effluent  of  satisfactory  standard  should  be 
the  result. 

The  lesser  disposal  plants  in  the  area  have,  on  inspection, 
been  found  to  be  working  well  and  have  given  rise  to  no 
complaint. 

At  Ryton,  where  the  configuration  of  the  land  mokes  drainage 
difficult,  the  presence  of  a  school  has  necessitated  a 
re- examination  of  the  existing  schemes  (  mainly  confined  to 
amall  tanks  serving  individual  establishments)  and  an  inspection 
has  been  made  with  a  view  to  coordination  and  unifying  the  means 
of  final  disposal. 

Housing.  With  building  material  and  labour  almost  unattainable  it  has 

not  been  found  possible  to  make  any  noticeable  change  in  the 
accomodation  of  the  District  -  this  so  far  as  concerns  local 
enterprise  but  under  the  rational  scheme  for  the  building  of 
homes  for  agricultural  workers  it  has  been  found  possible 
to  start  on  the  four  houses  allotted  to  the  District,  These 
homes  are  situated  in  the  Komberton  Parish. 

Such  complaints  as  have  come  to  hand  have  been  investigated 
and  where  the  disrepair  has  been  of  a  limited  character  "these 
■have  been  remedied. 

The  Authority  have  in  mind  the  needs  of  the  area  for  the  future 
and  plan,'  ere  being  prepared  to  give  adequate  housing  facilities 


in  the  post  war  era.  and  building  will  be  commenced  as  soon  as 
conditions  per nit. 


Meat  and  other 

Poods,  The  neat  supplies  continue  to  be  served  from  your  Central 

Abbatclr  at  Newport  and  are  subject  to  reexamination  locally, 
A  United  quantity  sent  for  manufacturing  purposes  has 
required  to  be  opndomned. 

In  Shifnal  a  slaughterhouse  confined  in  use  to  the  killing  of 
pigs  is  visited  weekly. 

Other  foods  condemned?  - 


Ham 

Tl-lbs 

Bacon 

13  lbs 

Sausage 

221b  s 

Steak 

1C  lbs. 

Chicken 

73  lbs 

Corned  Beef. 

5  Hbs 

In  addition  such  foods  as,  tinned  goods  fish  vegetables  and 
fruit  have  been  directed  to  the  attention  of  the  Sanitary 
Officer  and  where  necessary  a  condemnation  note  has  boen  made. 
Among  such  goods  tinned  milk,’  fresh  fish  and  ©ggs  have  figured 
prominent  iy. 

Milk  and  Dairies, 

Parms  and  Dairies  have  been  visited  at  regular  intervals'  and 
such  cleansirg  and  lime- washing  as  was  necessary  has  been 
required  to  be  carried  out  within  a  time  limit  ;  no  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  getting  the  cooperation  of  the  farmers  in 
this  work.  In  addition  to  local  supervision  the  County  Health 
Authority  has  made  regular  visits  and  undertaken  frequent 
sampling. 

INP3CTI0US  DIS3ASB5 

Prevalence  of,  and  control  over  infectious  and 
allied  diseases 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  tho  year,  together  with  tho  number  of  deaths:- 


Disease 

Cases 

notified. 

Deaths 

I943 

1942 

Measles 

71 

29 

Scarlet  Paver. 

24 

23 

••4 

Pneumonia 

16 

10 

^4 

Puerperal  Pyroxi,^ 

4 

1 

' 


. 


'  • 


-- 


. 


Pneumonia 


Yacivs* 


0 


"F  rr 

45 

6 b 


Male . 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 


Female. 

1 

4 

1 


lears 

0 

1 

3 

5 

30 

15 

23 


Incidence  of  disease 

in  the 

various  age 

group  a 

Male; 

Mrosles 

■* 

Female 

Whoop 

Hale 

ing  Gough 

Foma  le 

Scarlet 

Male 

Fever . 
Female. 

x 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

6 

- 

- 

1 

6 

7 

- 

- 

- 

1 

11 

13 

- 

7 

6 

5 

8 

- 

- 

3 

3 

2 

1 

- 

l 

1 

1 

2 

1 

S gabies. 

Thirteen  oases  wore  treated  at  the  Newport  Centre  and  one  at  Donington.  Of 
these  fourteen  individual  cases  in  certain  instances  of  repea tment  of  treatment 
was  found  necessary. 

The  facilities  provided  wore  found  to  be  of  great  service  and  although 

circumstances  arose  which  limited  the  use  of  the  Auxiliary  Centre  at  Coring  ton 

the  Newport  Centre  was  able  to  cope  with  all  the  demands  made  on  it, 

T)TPHTRRl?TrA  The  Return  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 

IMMUNISATION:  for  the  period  ending  December  31st,  194 3  was 

as  follows; - 

Age  under  5  years  and  Total 

5  years  over  but  under 

15  years 


Number  of  children  (including  temporary 


residents)  who  completed  the  full  course 
of  immunisation  between  1st  January 

J 

and  31st  Dec.  1943.  168  92  2&0 

Approximate  estimated  number  of  children 

in  the  Authority's  area  at  31st  Dec.  I943  874  1331  2705 

Percentage  of  child  population 

considered  to  be  immunised  at  31st  December  3&-3  64.8 


1913. 
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The  clinical  side  of  this  scheme  of  prophylaxis  continued  to  be  administered 
by  the  County  Health  Dept  while  a  few  parents  chose  to  look  to  the  family 
doctor  for  treatment.,  With  a  view  to  increasing  efficiency  and  to  augment 
details  registers  were  compiled  of  all  the  children  in  the  area  under  l6  years 
of  age  and  a  hotiee  \®.s  given  of  the  service  at  the  time  of  issue  of  the  ration 
books  of  all  families*  Ik  was  than  possible  to  get  a  reasonably  true  picture 
of  the  position  and  in  addition  the  Authority  was.  able  to  supply  the  County 
Health  ^ept  with  details  of  individual  children  who  had  not  yet  been 
immunised*  By  an  arrangement  with  the  Local  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Pood  certain  information  was  kept  constantly  available  and  through  this  the 
registers  were  able  to  be  brought  up  to  date  at  regular  intervals. 


TUE3RCUL0SI3. 

The  number  of  notified  cases  on  the  register  at  December  31st,  19^3?  °-nd  the 
comparative  number  for  1941  and  1942  are  as  follows: - 


Males 

Pulmonary 

No  Pulm. 

Females, 

Pulmonary 

Tom, 

Non  Pulm 

1943 

16 

22 

20 

29 

37 

1942 

13 

21 

20 

2? 

81 

1941 

New  cases 

13 

13 

21 

25 

•  77 

Pulmonary 

Non  pulmonary 

Total 

7 

3 

1.0 

Death 

,  ,  «  - - - 

Rate  for  Pulmy  T.B. 
per  1C 00  polulation. 

1 

■ru® 

SHIBmij. 

.5 

ENGLAND  ' 

Death 

Rate  -  Non  Pulmonary 
per  1000  population. 

cl* 

Total 

death  rate 

(all  forms) 

.5 

*61* 

*  indicates  provisional  figures 
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Tuberculosis  C 


New  cases  and  mortality  1943 


Age  Group 

0-5 
5-15 
15-  25 
25-35 
35  -  45 
45-55 
55-  65 

Totals. 


New  oases 

Respiratory  Non  Resp. 

ii  F.  M.  P. 

M  -«  -*  j 

f  1 

2  -  - 

1  1  - 

2  -  - 

1  -  - 


Deaths 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 


1 

2 


Non  Resp. 

M.  V, 


CANlSlR « 


The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  in  1943  was  l6  (7  males  and  9 


females) 


Death  rate  per  1,000,000  living,  —  Shifn&l 

.  . .  ....  -  England  &  Wales 


•  •  •  • 


I667 

1723 


(signed)  W.  A.  M.  STEWART, 


I9tbi  July,  1944. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
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